Forgiveness through Jesus
God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them.
– 2 Corinthians 5:19
February holds the day that often makes or breaks
relationships: Valentine’s Day! It’s a day of engagement rings, flowers, dinners, and the hope for returned affections. For all the happiness of Valentine’s
Day, it’s also bittersweet. For every happy or newly
engaged or blissfully married couple, you can find
someone who is sadly alone, someone who longs to
be loved, someone going through a devastating
break-up. No wonder the game is, “He loves me…He
loves me not.”
Imagine if the pressure of Valentine’s Day was off.
Imagine there was no doubt about how that special
someone felt about you. Imagine that person did
what the Bible says, “Love keeps no record of
wrongs.”
We have to imagine, because our experience is that
human love is conditional. It is usually based on how
people look, or what they have, or how they treat us.
As a result, we are led to think that God is the same.
We think that he loves us if we’re lovable. We assume that he loves us if we show our love to him.
The truth is that God loves us not because of who
we are or what we do. The Bible clearly describes
God’s amazing love by what he has done for us:

“God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ,
not counting people’s sins against them.”
Honestly, we have to admit that there are all kinds of
sins on our record before God. Our attempts at love
throughout life—failures, breakups, lies, adulteries,
divorces—all are an astonishing record of wrong.
God ought to oppose us. But in amazing love, God
doesn’t count our sins against us. That means that he
doesn’t keep a record of all our actions, thoughts and
words that violate his holy will.
God doesn’t keep a record of our sins because of Jesus. God took all our sins, the sins of everyone, and
charged them to his Son. In our place Jesus willingly
and lovingly suffered the punishment of death that
we and all people deserved. This is the great love
that God has for us…for you! Through Jesus Christ,
our relationship with God is restored and by faith in
Jesus we will enjoy the blessing of his love forever.
In our relationship with God, it’s not “He loves me…
He loves me not.” In Christ, it is always, “He loves
me…He loves me…He loves me.”
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Who is Martin Luther?
You are invited to First Evan on March 4 for a one-day
presentation on:

The Life of Luther
In 2017 the Lutheran Church marks the 500th anniversary
of the Reformation. Come learn about the man behind it.
Register before February 23 by emailing
pastordolan@firstracine.org

Saturday, March 4 - 9:00am - 3:00pm
Presenter: Professor Joel Pless, Wisconsin Lutheran College

Worship Schedule
Sunday

8:00am

+ 10:45am

Bible Instruction Class
This course covers the basic teachings of the Christian
faith. It is an opportunity to learn or review the central
message of God’s Word—our sin and God’s grace,
which is found in Jesus Christ. The class is open to all.
Contact the church office or one of the pastors for more
information or to enroll.

Wisconsin Lutheran School
WLS offers Christ-centered daily education
for children in Pre-Kindergarten through 8th
Grade. First Evan and Epiphany Lutheran
Churches have operated Wisconsin Lutheran
School for over 40 years. WLS is a Racine
Parental Choice school.
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